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A Guide to Peer Reviewers
The Journal of Science and Practice of Pharmacy (J Sci Pract Pharm) is a fully peer-reviewed international journal that publishes original research articles, reviews, current issues papers and commentary on pharmaceutical sciences and related disciplines including biological sciences, molecular biology, biotechnology, medicinal chemistry, phytochemistry, herbal medicines, physiology and clinical pharmacology, and drug-related issues in medicine, nursing, engineering and social sciences). It seeks particularly (but not exclusively) to encourage multidisciplinary research and collaboration among scientists, the industry and the healthcare professionals. It also provides an international forum for the communication and evaluation of data, methods and findings in health sciences and related disciplines. 

The Role of the Peer Reviewer
The peer reviewer is an advisor to journal editors that helps to identify the most timely and important manuscripts. The reviewer also acts as a mentor to authors in the sense that even if the reviewer does not feel the manuscript is worthy of publication, s/he still provides advice that will allow the authors to improve the manuscript for submission to a different journal and avoid similar mistakes in future research.
Deciding to Accept a Review
When deciding to review, the reviewer should consider whether:

· the manuscript is in his/her area of expertise;

· s/he can complete the review process by the deadline given;

· s/he has any conflict of interest (personal, financial, or professional) or any competing financial demands with the manuscript content s/he has been invited to review:
· s/he can treat the manuscript as a confidential document.
Any invited reviewer who decides not to accept an invitation to review for any reason should notify the journal immediately so that the Editor-in-Chief can seek alternative reviewers. Suggesting an alternate reviewer can be helpful.
 Review Comments
These should be objective, constructive, systematic and conscientious. The Following general guidelines to achieve a quality review should be considered:
· Discuss article originality and contribution to current scholarship and science.
· Discuss the value of the topic to J Sci Pract Pharm readership.
· Acknowledge strengths and weaknesses of study design, data collection, and data analysis.
· Discuss the author’s interpretation of results.
· Comment on manuscript writing (including the language), organization, statistical approaches, and tables and figures.
· Supply evidence and references (within text and in literature) to substantiate critical comments.
· Give a clear recommendation, with constructive comments in a courteous tone.
· Refrain from making personal comments, such as those related to the author’s affiliation, rank, or previous publication history.

Reviewer Recommendations
Reviewer recommendations guide the decisions of editors, but please note that editors will not always be in agreement with reviewer conclusions. Also, it is common for manuscripts to receive mixed reviews.
	Reject
	This may be appropriate if a paper adds nothing to the existing literature, if there are fatal flaws in the methods, or if it is inappropriate for the journal’s audience.

	Provisionally Not Accept 
	This may be appropriate if a manuscript brings value to the field, but substantial work is needed before it is worthy of publication.

	Provisionally Accept 
	This may be appropriate if the paper is well-written and has novel findings but has areas in need of clarification or other minor revision.  

	Shorten to Brief Report (Short Communication)
	A shorten to a brief report may be appropriate if a paper makes a valuable contribution but is not complex enough to require 3,000 words.

	Accept for Publication
	An accept recommendation may be appropriate if the only changes needed can be made in copyediting. No manuscript with plagiarism levels more than 20% should be recommended for acceptance until the plagiarism is addressed. 
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